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1. Welcome – President Julia Burns welcomed everyone at 7:00 pm in the LGI Steam Room of the Pine-Richland High School.  
a. Wexford Elementary has a new GATE teacher
b. Strategic Plan has separation of SPED and gifted.
c. New ELA text adoption more rigorous; supplemental program “StudySync” for advanced readers beyond a “Z” reading level.  
d. More students are qualifying for gifted.  
e. Concerns:  identification of children.  In fourth grade, only one girl has qualified for gifted.
2. Approval of Minutes – minutes from September 15, 2015 meeting were approved
3. Guest Speaker – Dr. Laura Davis spoke about the Academic Achievement Report
a. It is on the district website.
b. Important points:  captures information at a high summative level about the educational health of the district.
c. Glean through data how well the academic programs are working based on student performance on standardized tests.  Snapshots of student achievement
d. Based on PSSAs and Keystone exams.  Percentages of students scoring advanced, proficient, basic or below basic
e. High levels of achievement, however, PDE changed the standardized tests.  Writing is now incorporated into the ELA test on PSSAs 
New tests are aligned to new Common Core standards and the scores dropped in the performance levels on the new tests.  Our pattern of performance was similar to the state performance.  Even though our scores are lower, we are still achieving.  
f. Now the district will look at the assessment anchors and see how the students performed related to the anchors.  Hopefully achievement levels will rise again.
g. PVAAS-Pennsylvania Value Added Assessment System.  What is the effect of the educational program on student learning? It statistically analyzes PSSA scores relative to other groups’ progress.  
h. PVAAS – Quintiles (20% in each group) Is each group making Adequate Yearly Progress? One struggle is when children are advanced, how can they grow?  They may be at the lower range of Advanced, and they have significant room for growth.  The district still has room to grow.  
i. Question:  Can we get our child’s PVAAS score?  Answer:  Ask for PVAAS projection score.

4. Vice President Rita Kastner : Programming for After School and “During School”  looking for building representatives
a. Robotics – Huge success
b. Lower Elementary pilot program will be offered at the High School for all three schools
c. Eden Hall – Engineering Programs
d. Odyssey of the Mind at Eden Hall - over 100 students interested.  5 teams projected with parents as coaches.

5. Guest Speaker:  Maura Paczan, Ph.D, Lead School Psychologist “Respect, Relationships, & Resiliency”
a. STRESS – Good Stress vs. Bad Stress
i. Stressors
1. At home – over-scheduling, poor nutrition, financial problems
2. School – unstructured classroom, unreasonable expectations, fear of failure
3. Peer-related – changing school buildings, bullies, fitting in
ii. Symptoms of stress – irritability, illness, poor functioning
iii. Impact of Stress – baseline, change or stressor, buildup of energy, coping or defense mechanism (Effective or Non-effective)
b. RESILIENCY 
i. Outer supports:  community, family peers, school culture, learning at school
ii. Inner supports:

Tips for building resiliency
1. Make connections
2. Help your child by having him or her help others
3. Maintain a daily routine
4. Take a break 
5. Teach your child self-care
6. Move toward your goals
7. Nurture a positive self-view (help your child remember ways he or she has been successful in the past.)
8. Keep things in perspective and maintain a hopeful outlook 
9. Look for opportunities for self-discovery
10. Accept that change is a part of living (Change can be scary; help your child see that change is a part of life and new goals can replace goals that have become unattainable)

Angela Lee Duckworth – TED Talk
Carol Dweck – Grit

6. Next Meeting is February 11, 2016.
7. Meeting Adjourned at 8:09 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Heather Labuda, PAGE Secretary
